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navy estimates, and in 1907 of a further reduction of nearly half
a million, while the army estimates were down by £2 millions.
These savings as yet went rather to debt redemption than to social
reforms, but the demand for the latter steadily gathered force. In
1906 the labour party succeeded in passing a bill to enable local
education authorities to provide meals for necessitous school-
children; and in 1907 McKenna passed a short Education
(Administrative Provisions) Bill which made it the duty of local
education authorities to have the children in their schools
medically inspected. The 1906 Act was important, because it
brought into existence for the first time the school Care Com-
mittees, and the 1907 Act, because Morant, who was deeply
concerned for the physical side of education, used it for all that
it was worth, establishing a medical department under Dr. (after-
wards Sir George) Newman at the board itself, and encouraging
the Care Committees to develop medical treatment services fol-
lowing on medical inspection.
Another development, which complicated the politics of this
time, was the adoption of militant tactics by women suffragists.
It began just before the fall of the Balfour government, when on
13 October 1905 a liberal meeting addressed by Sir Edward Grey
in Manchester was interrupted by two young girls, Christabel
Pankhurst and Annie Kenney, who were afterwards convicted
of assault and sent to prison on their refusal to pay a fine. The
advertisement which they received encouraged them to inter-
rupt many more liberal meetings during the election campaign;
and the Women's Social and Political Union, a suffragist body
formed in Manchester in October 1903, became the rallying-
point of the new tactics. Its founder and head was Mrs. Emme-
line Pankhurst, mother of Christabel and widow of a popular
Manchester leader of the I.L.P. Its ungrudging helper and men-
tor was Keir Hardie. It was he who supplied the women's early
lack of experience in the arts of agitation; and he who by bringing
together Mrs. Pankhurst and Mrs. Emmeline Pethick-Law-
rence enabled the W.S.P.U. to be established on a solid basis.
The 'two Emmelines* had each great but complementary gifts,
and while they co-operated (from the spring of 1906 to the
autumn of 1912) the movement went ahead with extraordinary
momentum. In the course of 1907, when its membership and
resources were already very large, there was a split; and a num-
ber of the ablest militants seceded to form what from the begin-

